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By the end of 6th

 cite textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text 

 Grade, students are expected to: 
 
English Language Arts 
Reading- Literature  

 determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and how it is conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments 

 describe how a particular story’s or drama’s 
plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as 
how the characters respond or change as the 
plot moves toward a resolution 

 determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, including figurative 
and connotative meanings; analyze the impact 
of a specific word choice on meaning and tone 

 analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, 
scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure 
of a text and contributes to the development 
of the theme, setting or plot 

 explain how an author develops the point of 
view of the narrator or speaker in a text 

 compare and contrast the experience of 
reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to 
or viewing an audio, video or live version of 
the text, including contrasting what they “see” 
and “hear” when reading the text to what they 
perceive when they listen or watch 

 compare and contrast texts in different forms 
or genres in terms of their approaches to 
similar themes and topics 

 by the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range 
 
 
 
 

Reading - Informational Text  
 cite textual evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text 

 determine a central idea of a text and how 
it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct 
from personal opinions or judgments 

 analyze in detail how a key individual, 
event, or idea is introduced, illustrated and 
elaborated in a text  

 determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative and 
technical meanings 

 analyze how a particular sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the 
overall structure of a text and contributes 
to the development of the ideas 

 determine an author’s point of view or 
purpose in a text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text 

 integrate information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to 
develop a coherent understanding of a 
topic or issue 

 trace and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, distinguishing 
claims that are supported by reasons and 
evidence from claims that are not 

 compare and contrast one author’s 
presentation of events with that of 
another (e.g., a memoir written by and a 
biography on the same person) 

 by the end of the year, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at 
the high end of the range 
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Writing  
 write arguments to support claims with clear 

reasons and relevant evidence  
 write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts 
and information through the selection, 
organization and analysis of relevant content  

 3write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details and 
well-structured event sequences  

 produce clear and coherent writing in which 
the development, organization and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose and audience 

 with some guidance and support from peers 
and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting or trying a new approach 

 use technology, including the internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others 

 conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate 

 gather relevant information from multiple 
print and digital sources; assess the credibility 
of each source; and quote or paraphrase the 
data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic 
information for sources 

 draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research 

 write routinely over extended time frames and 
shorter time frames for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes and audiences  
 

Speaking and Listening  
 engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions with diverse partners on grade 6 
topics, texts and issues, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly 

 interpret information presented in diverse 
media and formats and explain how it 
contributes to a topic, text or issue under 
study 

 delineate a speaker’s argument and 
specific claims, distinguishing claims that 
are supported by reasons and evidence 
from claims that are not 

 present claims and findings, sequencing 
ideas logically and using pertinent 
descriptions, facts and details to 
accentuate main ideas or themes; use 
appropriate eye contact, adequate volume 
and clear pronunciation 

 include multimedia components and visual 
displays in presentations to clarify 
information 

 adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 
tasks, demonstrating command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate 

 
Language  
 demonstrate command of the conventions 

of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking 

 demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing 

 use knowledge of language and its 
conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading or listening 

 determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 6 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies 

 demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships and nuances 
in word meanings 
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 acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 

general academic and domain-specific words 
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a word or phrase important 
to comprehension or expression 
 

Math 
Ratios and Proportional Relationships 
 understand ratio concepts and use ratio 

reasoning to solve problems 
 understand the concept and language of a 

ratio 
 understand the concept of a unit rate 
 use ratio and rate to solve real-world 

problems 
 make tables of equivalent ratios, find missing 

values in tables and plot the pairs on a 
coordinate plane 

 solve unit rate problems involving pricing and 
constant speed 

 find a percent of a quantity as a rate per 100 
 use ratio reasoning to convert measurement 

units 
 
The Number System 
 apply and extend previous understanding of 

multiplication and division to divide fractions 
by fractions 

   compute fluently with multiple digit numbers 
and find common factors and multiples   

 apply and extend previous understandings of 
numbers to the system of rational numbers 

 interpret and solve quotients of fractions and 
solve word problems involving division of 
fractions by fractions 

 divide multiple digit numbers 
 add, subtract, multiply and divide multiple 

digit decimals 
 find the greatest common factor of two whole 

numbers less or equal to 100 
 find the least common multiple of two whole 

numbers less than or equal to 12 

 understand that positive and negative 
numbers are in the opposite direction 

 understand a rational numbers, both 
positive and negative, and graph the 
coordinate pairs on the number line and 
on the coordinate grid 

 recognize opposite signs –(-3) = +3 
 understand how to find and graph 

coordinate pairs in quadrants of the 
coordinate plane 

 understand absolute value 
 interpret less than and greater than 

statements using real world application 
 understand the absolute value of a 

number is the distance from zero 
 distinguish comparisons of absolute value 

from statements about order – 30 is 30 
dollars in debt 
 

Expressions and Equations 
 apply and extend previous understandings 

of arithmetic to algebraic expressions   
 reason about and solve one-variable 

equations and inequalities   
 represent and analyze quantitative 

relationships between dependent and 
independent variables 

 write and evaluate whole numbers with 
exponents 

 write, read and evaluate expressions in 
which letters stand for numbers 

 identify parts of an expression using 
mathematical terms (sum, term, product, 
factor, quotient and coefficient) 

 perform arithmetic operations involving 
whole number exponents using order of 
operations 

 apply the distributive property 
 identify that two expressions are 

equivalent 
 understand solving an equation or 

inequality as a process of answering a 
question 
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 use variables to represent numbers 
 solve real world mathematical problems by 

writing equations 
 write an inequality and realize it has many 

solutions 
 use variables to represent two quantities in a 

real world problem 
 

Geometry 
 solve real-world and mathematical problems 

involving area, surface area and volume 
 find the area of right triangles, other triangles, 

special quadrilaterals and polygons 
 find the volume of a right rectangular prism 
 draw polygons in the coordinate plane given 

coordinates for the vertices 
 represent three-dimensional figures using nets 

made up of rectangles and triangles, and use 
the nets to find the surface area 
 

Statistics and Probability 
 develop understanding of statistical variability  
 summarize and describe distributions 
 recognize a statistical question as one that has 

variability and not a single response 
 understand that a set of data has a 

distribution 
 recognize that a measure of center 

summarizes all its values 
 display numerical data in plots on a number 

line, dot plots, histograms and box plots 
 summarize numerical data:  give mean, 

median, mode, and describe any overall 
pattern 
 

Science 
Cell 
 identify cells as the smallest unit of life 
 explain that cells specialize into tissues, organs 

and organ systems 
 diagram the basic structures of cells and 

explain their functions 

 list the similarities and differences between 
plant and animal cells 

 diagram the cell process of mitosis 
 

Heredity 
 explain that Meiosis is a cell division that 

results in the formation of sex cells 
 recognize that traits get passed from 

parents to offspring 
 identify that chromosomes are composed 

of smaller units called genes 
 infer that an offspring’s traits are 

dependent on the random pairings of the 
parent’s genes 

 master the use of Punnett Squares to 
predict an offspring’s gene possibilities 
 

Adaptation 
 recognize that adaptations are traits that 

will help an organism survive 
 classify adaptations as structural, 

behavioral or physiological 
 identify natural selection as a process that 

contributes to the diversity of life 
 recognize that endangered species are 

organisms which are in danger of 
becoming extinct 

 infer that the extinction of species is 
caused by organisms not adapting to 
environmental changes 
 

Fossil 
 discover that fossils are clues to the past 
 list the six types of fossils and give 

examples of each 
 diagram the Geologic Time Scale, with eras 

that identify the major changes in earth’s 
life forms 

 extrapolate that the evidence supplied by 
the fossil record is incomplete and needs 
interpretation 
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Matter and Molecules 
 discuss that everything is composed of matter 

or the energy that affects matter 
 list the physical properties of a matter 
 explain that matter is made up of elements or 

a combination of elements 
 analyze the various information provided by 

the Periodic Table 
 recognize that atoms are the smallest unit of 

an element 
 list the three main parts of an atom 
 develop molecule models illustrating the 

bonding of atoms to make molecules 
 identify radioactive elements as those that 

breakdown into other elements 
 

Limited Earth Resources 
 define conservation as the careful use of 

resources 
 distinguish between renewable and non-

renewable resources 
 recognize that pollution is caused by the 

unregulated use of certain resources 
 understand that as the human population 

increases the demand for the resources of 
earth will increase 
 

Electricity  
 associate electricity with the movement of 

electrons 
 give examples of the types of energy 

electricity can be converted to 
 differentiate between static and current 

electricity 
 calculate the monetary cost of using electricity 
 construct and examine series and parallel 

circuits 
 

Latitude and Altitude Influence on the Earth 
 recognize biomes as large geographical areas 

with similar conditions 
 understand that an ecosystem is a smaller 

area within a biome; its purpose is to study 

the organisms and the non-alive materials 
they need 

 explain how all organisms are subject to 
food chain/web rules 

 diagram the water, nitrogen and CO2-O 
cycles 

 
Laws of Motion 
 identify motion as a change of position 
 demonstrate the principles stated in 

Newton’s three Laws of Motion 
 describe the six types of simple machines 
 demonstrate how a simple machine can 

change the force needed to do a job 
 

Social Studies 
 recognize that what our culture is today is 

a direct result of how present culture 
evolved from the past 

 recognize that ancient civilizations existed 
along major geographical features and 
those civilizations created a cultural 
structure that is reflected in today’s 
modern society 

 describe how ancient civilizations made 
important contributions to the world in 
fields of agriculture, mathematics, 
medicine, government, science, literature, 
art  and religion which affects the way the 
world functions today 

 recognize that conflicts between cultures 
can inhibit and foster growth of new ideas 
within a civilization 
 

Physical Education 
 demonstrate good sportsmanship and 

proper social etiquette in all units 
 demonstrate proper use of equipment and 

safety procedures 
 demonstrate basic skills and rules during 

game play 
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 demonstrate the basic skills (spotting, 

breathing, technique) needed in the weight 
room 

 use a heart rate monitor so it will function 
properly 

 
Family and Consumer Science 
Young Living 
 Identify factors that influence individual 

differences  
 be able to recite the decision making process 

and use it to help them make responsible 
decisions 

 
Sewing 
 demonstrate apparel and textiles design skills 

 
Food and Nutrition 
 discover my place and be able to utilize it 

when discovering healthy food choices 
 complete a lab to create a food item while 

working in groups 
 practice safety and sanitation skills while 

working in the kitchen 
 

Business Information Technology 
 Demonstrate proficiency in the use of 

technology  
 Comply with the district’s acceptable use Policy 

and other legal guidelines. 
 Utilize a student username and password 
 Effectively open and close software programs 
 Organize electronic documents and files. 
 Navigate network and printer systems. 
 Using touch type method and key 25-30 WAM 

(words a minute) at 90-100% accuracy 
 Demonstrate keyboarding proficiency in 

technique and posture while building speed 
 Execute appropriate computer operations. 
 Demonstrate the correct operation of a 

computer system on a network 
 Organize and backup files on a computer disk, 

drive, server, or other storage device 

 Explain the use of basic word processing 
functions (e.g. ribbon, ribbon tabs, spell 
checker, thesaurus, headers) 

 View, print, save, and open a document from 
the Internet or other on-line sources (Google 
Docs) 

 Identify examples of plagiarism 
 Recognize the potential consequences and 

dangers of posting personal information 
onto the Internet 

 Understand the function and uses of the 
spreadsheet. 

 Open a new spreadsheet. Identify rows, 
columns, and cells. 

 Know and use labels, values, and formulas. 
 

Art  
 recognize that art is a form of 

communicating thoughts, feelings and 
ideas 

 use the elements of art and principles of 
design in their artwork 

 create a color wheel that identifies 
primary, secondary and intermediate 
colors 

 identify and use analogous, 
complementary and monochromatic color 
relationships in works of art 

 create a simple three-dimensional form 
 develop appropriate vocabulary needed to 

discuss works of art 
 distinguish a relationship between art and 

other disciplines 
 

Music 
 identify, explain and perform rhythms 

using whole notes and whole rests, half 
notes and half rests, dotted half notes and 
dotted half rests, quarter notes and 
quarter rests, eighth notes and eighth 
rests, syncopation and dotted quarter 
followed by an eighth note 
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 play notes in a grade level 0 to ½ piece of 

music using appropriate fingerings 
 participate in three concerts their 6th

 identify dynamic markings of loud, soft and 
medium loud 

 grade 
year 

 
Technology Education  
  Design & Modeling 

 
 Explain the relationship between science, 

technology, engineering and math. 
 Describe engineering and explain how 

engineers participate in or contribute to the 
invention and innovation of products. 

 Determine positive and negative impacts 
that technology has had on society. 

 Describe the design process and how it is 
used to aid in problem solving. 

 Demonstrate the ability to measure 
accurately with different devices and 
measurement systems. 

 Recognize and create thumbnail, 
perspective, isometric, and orthographic 
sketches. 

 Create and assemble a three-dimensional 
(3D) model of an object by applying 
geometric and dimension constraints while 
using a computer aided design (CAD) 
program. 
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